
Arts & Sciences Curriculum Committee Meeting 
September 30, 2019, 3:30 PM 

 

Present:  J. McBain, J. Arruda, J. Ross, A. Heter, M. Krepps, R. Gupta, J. Pogue, S. Hendershott 

Guest:  K. Lawson 

 

Since Dr. Pomatto and Dr. Winters had a scheduling conflict due to rpk on campus, Dr. Arruda served as 
chair; he called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 

Dr. Kris Lawson, HPSS, explained proposed changes to the History MA curriculum, including creation of 
new course Hist 891 Applied Research, revision to HIST 890, and changes to the MA requirements.  
Following Dr. Lawson’s explanation, the committee had no questions nor objections. 

Dr. Jim McBain, HPSS, presented legislation to create a new course, PHIL 206 Rational Decisions which is 
survey course of decision theory, game theory, and social choice theory.  No other courses exist on 
campus that cover these theories, though some courses do exist that employ the theories.  Dr. McBain 
reached out to all areas that he thought might have a stake in the course content and got no objections, 
only support.  The course will be a Pathways course alongside Logic and Critical Thinking.  Motion and 
second to approve (Krepps, Pogue).  Motion passed unanimously. 

Dr. Kris Lawson, HPSS, presented legislation to create a new course, HIST 207 Health Habits in American 
History which is a survey course in the history of American attitudes towards healthy behaviors.  The 
only course that could conflict with this course is FSC 203 in FSC, but, Dr. Whitbeck, chair FCS, has no 
objections and supports the course.  The course will feed into the Public Health minor and FSC Nutrition 
and Wellness major currently in development.  Course will be a Pathways course falling within the 
wellness portion of Pathway.  Motion and second to approve (Krepps, Pogue).  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Dr. Lawson also presented legislation to revise the BSE, History/Government.  Revision resulted from re-
evaluating curriculum in light of Pathways.  Changes include making a Pathway course (POLS 101) that is 
a pre-requisite for upper division major requirement courses a requirement itself and revising upper 
division requirements to reflect changes in program offerings.  Motion and second to approve (McBain, 
Pogue).  Motion passed unanimously. 

Next, Dr. Lawson presented legislation for multiple course revisions, grouping the revisions by action 
requested:   

HIST 550 – title change to reflect course content 

HIST 524, HIST 526, HIST 529, HIST 531, HIST 532, HIST 534, HIST 607 – dropping prerequisites 
because the current prerequisites do not relate specifically to upper level course content 

HIST 518, HIST 610, HIST 648 – change title and description to reflect course content more 
accurately 

HIST 546, HIST 642, HIST 643 – change title and description to reflect course content more 
accurately and remove current prerequisites which to not relate specifically to upper level 
course content 



HIST 430, HIST 576, HIST 609, HIST 673, HIST 674  -- change descriptions and/or prerequisites to 
reflect course content 

HIST 479 – change prerequisites to reflect program requirements. 

Committee raised question of whether upper level courses should have a prerequisite within the major 
and whether the upper level courses would require some type of prerequisite for success.  Dr. Lawson 
explained that the current prerequisites do not cover material relevant to these upper level courses, 
that there is no needed History background for the course material, that faculty are satisfied with the 
students not having a History prerequisite, and that students would receive the skills necessary to 
succeed in the courses from their Pathway courses. 

Motion and second to vote on above revisions as a bundle (McBain, Krepps).  Motion passed 
unanimously.  Then, motion and second to accept above course revisions (Pogue, McBain).  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:55.  

   

    

 


