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Arts and Sciences General Faculty Meeting 

April 20, 2016 

 

Reception was held from 2:30 to 3:00pm in the Governors Room of Overman Student Center. 

Meeting called to order at 3:00pm in Governors Room.  

In the absence of Academic Policies Committee Chair, Ms. Stella Hastings, Dr. Mary Carol Pomatto, 

Interim Dean, asked that last year’s minutes be tabled until next year’s meeting and will be approved at 

that time along with this year’s minutes. 

Dr. Pomatto began the meeting by thanking Chairs, Directors, and staff for their support during her 

transition to Interim Dean.  She advised that she has toured all departments, and met with Student 

Advisory twice at that point and feels their perspective is enlightening, one of their concerns are the 

transition to guns on campus and dorms.  They also confirmed that they look up to faculty and staff as 

being important in their lives, and believe PSU is a quality value with strong link to the community.  Dr. 

Pomatto also thanked the Irene Ransom Bradley School of Nursing in moving forward and supporting 

her in her role as Interim Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences.  

The Award presentation was next on the agenda with Dr. Kathleen Flannery, Vice President for 

University Development presenting the Excellence in Teaching award to Dr. Cynthia Huffman, 

Mathematics.  Dr. Pomatto next presented the Excellence in Creative Activity award to Dr. Casie 

Hermannson, English and Modern Languages, The Excellence in Service Award to Dr. Barbara McClaskey, 

Irene Ransom Bradley School of Nursing, and the Excellent in Research Award to Dr. Ram Gupta, 

Chemistry.  Certificates and award checks were presented to each faculty member receiving these 

awards. 

Next on the agenda was a presentation by Dr. Pomatto using shared information provided by 

Department Chairs and Directors highlighting events, awards, scholarships, and information from the 

academic year.  Also on the presentation were photos and information of those obtaining promotions, 

tenure, sabbatical leave, and retirement.  The link to this presentation will be available on the Arts and 

Sciences Website. 

Dr. Shawn Naccarato, Director of Government & Community Relations and Exec Director of Center for 

Innovation & Business Development then spoke about the State of the State.  He spoke about the veto 

session, cuts that are being proposed, bills being considered. Questions and discussion followed. 

Dr. Pomatto expressed her thanks and appreciation to the faculty for their hard work and dedication 

and advised them to feel free to drop by the Dean’s Office anytime for any questions, concerns, or for 

just a visit, that they are always welcome. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:10pm 

   

      


